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NOSTHERN IRELAND CIVIL LITIGATION: OLL w MOD

In your minute MO19/3/12 of 5 April 1974 you said that the Secret
would like to be kept informed of developments over the two soldiers who withdrew
from the SAS to join the SRU in Northern Ireland and who were prosecuted in connection
You will recall that the two soldiers, L/Cpl Simpson and

with two armed robberies.
Ranger Tymon, are Dow serving six-year terms of imprisonment.
subsequently made against the Mipnistrv of Defence

5. Claims for compensation were

on behalf of the McNicholl family, one of the two households robbed by the men.

A Civil Bill against the Ministry of Defence has now been issued in the Coleraine

County Court on behalf of Mrs Mary McNicholl alleging assault and battery, and we may

expect Civil Bills in due course on behalf of Bernard, Christopher and James McHicholl
know what action we propose to

of that household. The Secretary of State may wish to

take in these cases8.
sed by off-duty soldiers the MOD would

Normally, where an injury has been cau :
take action against the individuals if

b 1
y and leave the plaintiffs to
inal proceedings where the alleged offence was
ity for his legal

deny liabilit
they chose. FEqually, in any crim

committed by an off-duty soldier, we would not take responsibil
defence. You will remember that in this case, however, it was decided that Simpson,
exceptionally, should be defended at public expense to reduce the risk of disclosure
of the SAS/5RU connection and SRU operations. Tymon was assisted through the leral
Aid scheme, and did not need defence at our expense, and it was thourht inadvisable
ip the circumstances t~ give no assistance to Simpson.

Mary MeN
ary af State
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Tn conclusion, we consider that the preaent actio
should handle this case as we Wolu
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MOD in an untenable position. The
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Crown Solicitor for Nerthern Ireland, and HQNI agree.
ame way.
Crown Solieitor haa suggested that

Civil Bills against MOD in this i
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Crown Solicitor, instructing him accordingly.
hat we are determined to defend thesms actions

If not, we shall have to fight them.
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it is possible that they might be withdrawn.
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