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MRS. JEAN SMITH
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Thursday, June 8, 1972,
+ A bullet fired from

in the head, causing a
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Jean Smithi*: Shot by mistake ?

at the time pof “the
shooting, 1

There is another
theory and it. ‘concerns
the "controversial

Military Reaction Force
(MRF). I{' appears 1o
hold, lmorg water, 4 es-
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Mys, * ‘was. . the
mother of“a young child.
She had been separated
{rom her hushand for
some time,

On . that ‘Thursday
night she went out for a
drink with the young
man  who was driving
the 1100.

Neither Mz,  Smith
nor the young man, it is
believed, " were. involved

al
i

+. the force in June 197
< and he bad. 15:in his
squad, ¥

His .men . generally
travelled two-four in a
vehicle—private vehicles,
not Army jeeps. §
The full ‘defails. of the
incident did not..become
public knowledge unfil
the trial, a year after
the shooting.

In  Oclober 1972 'a

dead at, Twinbrook,
again  not . far from
where Mrs, Smith died,

The *“laundry man"
iurned out to be Sapper
Ted  Stuart, . anolher
member of the MRF.

More details -about the
work  of the . force
«became known.

Their undercover oper-
ations - were . far. more
widespread than the vast
majority of people in
Northern Ireland knew.

Some members of the
Provisonals, who claimed
the killing of Sapper
Stuart  certainly knew
some if not all of what
Wwas going. on. #

There had been claims
earlier about the work
by Army plainclothes
oneralives. There had
allegations that
v had " bombed and
killed to_place the blame
on either extreme
Profestants  or Repub-
licans.

Mrs. Jean Smith was
24 and atfraclive with
shortish dark: hair: Her
companion lived..on . the
other“side of the estate

near Finaghy Road
North.
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Road lo leave the olher revealed that the MRF
Iriend off. had been n operation in
the area around the
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There had  been 0 starting  to  build up
trouble in the  cstate © their dossier on the
although there had been MRF  using their own

a_litle shooting on - {he

methods of surveillance
, Falls Road about one

and intelligence.

mile away. Were the Provos on
The area was edg: the watch that night for
however. At that timegg!" the 'MRF? Had they
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nighl and in those day.
g the MRE were active?

there was little peace of

mind  for the peace- The dealh of Mrs.
wanting residents and Smith s still shrouded
even less for fthose who in mystery, But the
did not want peace, most . rational ex-
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and  seriously  wourtled
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! . CHRISTMAS ‘EVE was . -

only a few hoyrs away.
The night was dry. and

cold, and -there ‘wasn’t
amuch-..sign. of »a white
- Christmas. - > 'In the

kitchen .of.Her home" a
middle - aged Belfast
.housewife: was. : oing
some seasonal baking.”

Earlier she.had helped
her  married daughter
and her two children put
up a Christmas tree: Her

- husband, finished with
the* day's work, was
pottering around the
house.

A knock came to (he
door. Expecting the carol
singers,  the daughter
quickly made her way {o
the - hallway {o welcome
them. But “the  ‘‘carol
singors” brought death
and - heartbreak to the
family for whom Christ-
mas will ‘never be the
same again,

That was three years
ago. Today the murder,
of 65-year-old business-
man Andrew Jardine in
the hallway of his home
remains_ unsolved. He
was the 32nd person to
died  through = violence

since the troubles began.

Now Mrs, Jardin and
her daughters are tryving
fo make a new life for
themselves in ' another
part of the country, The
horror of that night dis-
tresses fhem still and
they declined {o be infer-
viewed for this article.

The Protestant Jardine
{amily lived at White
Gables, a- - luxurious
dwelling sel among the
hills at” Hannahstown —
a predominantly Catholic
area npear Belfast. By
Ulster  standards . ‘they
were well ‘off.

Mr. Jardine was manaza-
ing director of Workman

Lid.. concrete and tile
manufacturers, and a
direclor of  Workman,
Forth and Jardin,

builders and contractors,
He was. also manager of
a quarry near his home.

He employed both
Catholic” and  Protestant
workers. During  the
second thl’\‘x"ga?hp had
served in the Army and
he was a member of the

Orange and  Masonic
Orders,
People  living in  the

same area describe him
as a friendly, quiet man
who always had a smile
and a wave for them, If
he saw children on his

way te work he would
slop and give them a pen
or  penci} for {heir

lessons, or sweetls if he
had them.

Andrew  Jardin = was
not known to he con-
necied with any political
organisation.  His one
hobby was guns and he
Was proud of the col-
lection he had in  his

home. The guns were yin
secret. Most of his
friends, neighbours and

the police knew about
them,

The violence in Ulster
hothered him, He hated -
it and was ' very cons
cerned  about  security.
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“Andrew Jardine : Co

At home he would never
open the door himself.
One of his family always
did it for him.

On ' the ‘'night of
December 1970, his
daughter, s, Sylvia
Murphy; went lo answer
the knock on’ the door.

This is how she des-
cribed . the next few
horrifying.  minutes . to
the inquest on her
father: “I saw a young
man at the front door. I
opened 1% just enough to
speak 1o him. He put
is hand inside his coat
and mmediately started
o force his way into the
hall

"l tried to close the
door and the man
prodiced a revolver

Irom imside his coat

‘I called to my. father
and 1 fthen s fwo
olhey men pull the front
GO0T open and the
man went intn the h

When 1 tried

the  front  dogr

bottom pane v

was broken. i
‘As I was strucgling |

with  the ‘mien at. the

door I heard a number i

of zunshots ring out in

the hall and 1 could. !

smell smoke. I saw the |

man in the hall standing
1o the left of the paniry
dopr.

. 'He was standing with
bis ‘back to me angd
deliberately started
shooting at the paniry

It’s a square-
| bashing world

L Of conrse fhere was
blenty. of humour which,

| Spiced with dramatiséd

scenes from novels ang .
mugical contributions,
made it a fest-class
entertzinment. S
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